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A REPORT on inner trends and forecasts of significant developments, dedicated to the preservation of the American way and a free democratic economy by the revival and extension of Christian 
sharing and the prevention of war by the revelation and correction of the causes of war. WE BELIEVE that if our society moves vigorously forward under the impulses of its Judaic-Christian 


traditions and concepts of truth, we will avoid the curse of violent change as represented by the evils of communism. WE ARE CONVINCED that the American a 


answer for both communism and 


democratic socialism is a revitalized Christian capitalism that promotes closer management-worker cooperation, greater worker participation in ownership, profit-sharing, systems of pensions or 


security out of production and other forms of applied Christian sharing. WE STAND for our country, right or wrong 


reioicing when it is right, but when authoritative evidence indicates our 


country is being influenced into the wrong, we would seek through democratic means to set our country right. WE HOLD this to be the highest service to patriotism and to God. 





Nonviolence in Africa 

The racial struggles in South 
Africa with their inevitable inter- 
national repercussions are rapidly 
approaching new heights of tension. 
For generations, African Negroes, 
Indians and other colored groups 
have been without adequate leader- 
ship and organizational strength to 
push their own program of libera- 
tion. But the new extreme racist 
program of the Nationalist Gov- 
ernment has resulted, after a brief 
two years in office, in uniting the 
politically-conscious Africans. 

One leader now stands towering 
in opposition to the Malan Govern- 
ment’s racial attitudes — this is Dr. 
James Moroka, son of an African 
chief and himself a successful sur- 
geon and physician, and a wealthy 
landowner. The most significant as- 
pect of his position is his adherence 
to the principles of nonviolence as 
talked and practiced by Mahatma 
Gandhi, who himself gained world 
fame first in the South African ra- 
cial conflict. Dr. Moroka has or- 
ganized many parades and protest 
meetings, but always urges his peo- 
ple to move with dignity and cau- 
tion, to avoid extremes that would 
increase the bitterness. 

The Malan Government actually 
aided Dr. Moroka by imprisoning 
him where today his voice speaks 
more loudly than it ever could from 
his well-equipped medical center or 
his comfortable home. Urging his 
followers to maintain absolute dis- 
cipline, he has flooded the African 
world with such statements as, “Our 
aim is not to oust the white people 
. . . They have done a great deal 
for the development of Africa... 
We do not say that we and we 
alone must rule this country, but 
we must obtain absolute freedom 
and we include not only Africans 
but all non-Europeans.” 

A recent survey reveals that over 
3500 arrests have been made, with- 
out one instance of breach of dis- 
cipline by Moroka’s disciples. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


HE ELECTION is over. but the great issues remain unsolved and 
urgent. But heartening indeed is the prospect of an Administration 
that can approach these grave problems as unshackled as Eisenhower 
should be. For despite the expediences of campaigning, Eisenhower is 
now expected to push the rabid right-wing Republicans onto a siding 
while he moves ahead with the progressive liberal Republicans who 
brought him into politics in the first place. 
THE WITCH HUNTING will die down because the targets will 
have been removed. And yet the witch hunters can not take over because 
the new man in the White House will not be their man. 


OUR OF DECISION in the Korean War: As we reported some weeks 

ago, U. S. military leaders were accepting the stalemate in Korea with 
its slow-motion war, as a difficult but useful situation in view of their belief 
that war with Russia was inevitable. By funneling and rotating thousands 
of American troops through the Korean frontiers we were creating a great 
reservoir of battle seasoned troops with a minimum of casualties. This 
view, shared generally in the high command, has of necessity been kept 
hushed for fear of public reaction; hence it is hotly denied when brought 
to light. But it is one of the basic factors in the present American mili- 
tary tactical picture, as any trained officer knows. 


But the Communists have recently demonstrated that they do not 
intend to be cooperative in maintaining this generals’ “dream war” (al- 
though a nightmare to the GI’s and field commanders in Korea). The 
Communist aim in the war in Korea is to drain our military resources, 
keep our military strength diverted from Europe and keep our public 
morale confused and dispirited by the chaos and losses war always brings. 
Thus, the truce negotiations have never been more than a “mark-time” 
measure as far as Moscow’s interests are concerned though, in terms of 
world Communist propaganda, a great pageant before the eyes of a billion 
peoples of color, marking the end of white overlordship in Asia. So the 
Communists have stepped up the pace of the Korean war now that winter 
weather again gives them tactical advantages. As long as Moscow can 
control the situation, the war will not get too big, for there are simply 
no indications that Russia is prepared for or wants a full scale war; Stalin’s 
long range view, often expressed in his writings, has been to get us in- 
volved in “colonial and racial wars” where our resources will be ex- 
hausted in the morass of Asian massive life. 

BEHIND THE SCENES IN WASHINGTON, a vigorous debate 
is on between our top politico-military leaders. They are fully aware of 
the Communist aims in Korea, but they realize that if the Korean con- 
flict is stepped up to any considerable extent, the position of American 
military leadership becomes untenable. Public reaction to larger casualty 
lists will become serious—as will the facing up to the fact that we’ve been 
fighting for 28 months on the same ground, with our only full scale ef- 
fort ending in defeat and great loss of prestige (MacArthur’s push to the 
Yalu River). The stalemate is genuine. If we push too far into North 
Korea and our lines become extended, the rugged terrain will cut down 
the maneuverability of our mechanized fire power and the further we go 
the greater becomes the enemy’s ability to surround and cut our units 
to pieces. Similarly, the Reds cannot advance far into South Korea. 

Here are the choices our high command is now pondering: Issue 

(continued on NEXT page) 


Our Military Structure 

It is hard for the average Ameri- 
can citizen to realize how our great 
military build-up appears to the rest 
of the world. Millions of people 
who would otherwise be our allies 
have become convinced that our gi- 
gantic military preparation embod- 
ies an effort towards world dom- 
ination. 

Congressman Howard Buffett re- 
cently released a factual picture of 
what he calls “the most celossal war 
preparations in history.” According 
to the War Department reports to 
congressional committees, the fol- 
lowing nations have military forces 
trained in the United States: Bel- 
gium, Luxembourg, Brazil, Canada, 
Nationalist China, Denmark, 
France, Great Britain, Greece, In- 
donesia, Iran, Italy, Mexico, Neth- 
erlands, Norway, Philippines, Por- 
tugal, Saudi Arabia, Spain, Thai- 
land, Turkey, Argentina, Australia, 
Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Cuba. 
Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Gua- 
temala, Haiti. India, Lebanon, Pak- 
istan, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, 
Venezuela, Syria, Switzerland. 
“This, however, is not all,” Buf- 
fett’s report continued. American 
military training forces are now “in 
19 foreign countries. We also have 
large and small armies in various 
nations. We have reportedly 300 or 
more military bases abroad. Also 
we have military assistant advisory 
groups stationed in 18 countries.” 
In other words, there is hardly an 
area throughout the world, outside 
the iron curtain, where patriotic 
citizens of their own native domain 
do not look with concern upon the 
growing influence of American mil- 
itary domination. Many peace- 
minded congressmen are concern- 
ed for fear we are in this manner 
alienating those who should be our 
strongest supporters on the political 
front and in the great ideological 
conflict with the forces of com- 
munism. 


Few Americans realize that other 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





Our Military Structure 
(continued) 
nations are not as severe as the 
U. S. in their military draft require- 
ments, The period of military serv- 
ice in the U. S. remains at two years 
for every vouth. Belgium has cut 
its draft service down to 21 months. 
France has oniy 18 months. Ger- 
many is talking in terms of 16 or 18 
months, and Canada depends en- 
tirely upon volunteers! So, again, 


most of our allies point to America 


as the most military dominated 
nation. 
The national budgets of other 


countries also reflect the same dif- 
ference in emphasis on military ex- 
penditures. In the U.S. 60 per cent 
of the Federal tax dollar goes to the 
military services, in such 
countries as New Zealand less than 
15 per cent of the national budge 
military purposes. In 


ind and Italy, politi- 


whereas 


goes. for 


France, E: 








cal leaders say that any military 
budget that exceeds 30 per cent 
will plunge their nations immediate- 
ly into disastrous bankruptcy. Yet 
our military leaders sail blithly 
along. believing we are secure with 


a total expenditure of 82 per cent 
of our Federal tax dollar allocated 
to various military and 
over 60 per cent going just to pres- 


purposes, 
ent defense needs 


Public Works in Russia 
time ago we reported that 
orks being under- 
that the 





Some 
the vast public 
taken in Russia 


indicate 


Soviet plans no military adventure 
on its own accord for years to 
come. The latest evidence that the 
Soviet is devoting all of its available 
manpower and resources to Jong- 
range projects is the start on a 
great program to reclaim the Pripet 
Marshes. These famous marshes, 
which have proved the death trap 
for many invading armies seeking 
to conquer Russ cover an area 
almost as large as all of New Eng- 
land. When the marshes are drain- 
ed, the rich peat bog land will be 
devoted to proguction Of gi tin and 
foodstuffs: in addition great power 
projects will be developed in ihe 


rivers that flow through the marshes. 

The Pripet Marshes lie in West- 
ern Russia along the Polish frontier 
where they serve as a natural bar- 
rier for defense and where the 
most extensive military preparations 
would now be under way if Russia 
expected war. That Russia would at 
this time inaugurate I great 
peacetime project spot 
e that the 


such a 
such a 
carries a doubl< 
Soviet expects peace. 


zuarant 


Legion & Civil Rights 


The nation’s press has given con- 
siderable attention to the Americar 
Legion’s charges that the American 
Civil Liberties Union should be in- 


(continued third co IS page) 


X-Ray and Foreeast 


an ultimatum that unless a proffered peaceful settlement is accepted, we 
will drop atom bombs on North Chinese cities where Red China’s military 


(continued) 


government and arms-producing centers are. Our military extremists 
hotly argue for this. But the British (including Winston Churchill), the 
French, the Dutch, practically all of our consider such a move a 
mad plunge into disaster. Our allies know what has been kept from the 
American people — that our bombing of Korean villages, towns and cities 
has already alienated most of Asia, that the Reds, who have thus far 
generally avoided bombing civilian centers, have made vivid propaganda 
capital out of our destruction of civilian life in Korea. After all, it is 
admitted in this country that many more Korean civilians have been 
killed than Communists. (See BTL, May 15) And our vastly superior 
fire power gets full credit for the civilian destruction. If we use A-bombs 
to slaughter masses of Chinese civilians who are themselves the first 
victims of Communist oppression, our allies all feel that we will become 
the most hated people in the world and we will drive more millions into 
the arms of Moscow. The foreign press has been quite outspoken on this, 
and Eisenhower fortunately is very sensitive to the attitudes of our 
European allies. However, the new Administration will be challenged to 
seek a quick liquidation of the Korean situation and under heavy pres- 
sure to accomplish this by using the atom bomb. We can be grateful that 
Eisenhower is among the military moderates and. that he has never joined 
the irresponsible chorus that talk so glibly about the A-bomb. 

THE ALTERNATIVE, which our high command is pondering. 
is to cease all efforts to carry the fighting above the 38th parallel, silence 
our guns, ground our planes and announce our intention of desisting 
from all combat except as the Reds should violate the parallel. The aim 
then would be to substitute South Korean forces for our own battalions 
as rapidly as possible — with American armed might withdrawn to nearby 
Japanese bases but with enough participation by U. S. forces to prevent 
its being said that we had gotten out of Korea. The question is — would 
Moscow, as far as Stalin’s pressure on China is effective to control the 
situation, accept this? There is substantial evidence to indicate: that 
Stalin’s control over Red China is greatly exaggerated in this country 
(See BTL, June 1, 52); and that China’s dilemma is as painful as our own. 
Hence, such a settlement, though far from a peaceful one, is the most 
reasonable and the most likely to succeed. 


o'lies, 





Q INCE 1947, military leaders have forecast war with Russia and atomic 
\ attacks on American industrial centers staged simultaneously as the 
Russian armies started to roll over Europe. The summer of 1948 was 
predicted as the deadline and Congress was pushed to hasten appropria- 
tions for defense. When no attack came, the autumn of 49 was posted as 
the fatal period. then June, 1950. One military expert even wrote a book 
about it (‘When Russia Strikes” by Major George Fielding Eliot) and 
prophesied 1950 as the last possible moment the Russian armies would 
wait. Many of these war scares were timed to revive the public support 
of rearmament and to put the heat on Congress. 

WHEN THE KOREAN WAR BEGAN, the cry went up “This 
is it! World War III is here!” Then, early this spring, Civil Defense 
publicity, obedient to the military voice, proclaimed June through Sep- 
tember as our “months of danger” when a Soviet attack could be expected 
at any time. 

IN THE MEANTIME, those few voices which studied the teach- 
ings and doctrines of communism, as the unquestioned source of Com- 
munist policy and Russian tactics, continued to advise that no Russian 
atfack was imminent, or appeared to be imminent in the forseeable future. 
This view is derived from the fact that all the voluminous doctrinaire of 
communism centers in the philosophy — to put it with great brevity — 
that the revolution is to be promoted by subversive action from within 
capitialist nations as such nations reach a point of social and economic 
disintegration that makes a social and economic collapse not only possible 
but inevitable. Between The Lines has steadfastly urged this view that a 
Russian attack was not coming, even occasionally quoting from some of 
the better informed top military authorities who understood the situaion. 

In the past few weeks there have been signs that the public is tir- 
ing of the perpetual scare technique. This weariness of high-pitched 
militarism is a troublesome threat to the generals and admirals whose 
rank and careers depend on our continuing to build vast armies and fleets. 
So a barrage of propaganda is now being prepared which would classify 
all talk of peace and denials of the likelihood of war as being dangerous 
and even subversive. Wide publicity has been given to Gen. Ridgway’s 
statement that he considered “the premise that potential aggressors do 
not want war, are not ready for war and will not precipitate war” as 
being dangerous to America’s interests. With America’s bombing bases 
now crowding close to the Soviet perimeter in many places, it is easy to 
pick up Russian statements about the danger of war — to justify our own 
war-breeding utterances. How would we be acting if Russia were building 

(continued on NEXT page) 
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Legion & Civil Rights 
(continued) 

vestigated by Congress to determine 
its possible Communist connections. 

This is one of the most unfair, 
uninformed and un-American 
moves the Legion has ever made, 
for the American Civil Liberties 
Union has been praised by many 
prominent Americans, including 
Gov. Thomas Dewey and General 
MacArthur. The core of the Le- 
gion’s antagonism has been the 
ACLU’s action in defending many 
citizens and organizations that have 
been falsely accused of left-wing as- 
sociations. The American ACLU is 
composed of loyal citizens organ- 
ized for the very purpose of furn- 
ishing legal counsel and defense for 
individuals and organizations whose 
constitutional rights of free speech 
and freedom of action have been 
violated. 


Leading newspapers have pro- 
tested, including the respected St. 
Louis Post Dispatch which com- 
mented, “The Legion’s preposter- 
ous resolution called for a three- 
way ‘exposure’ of the record of 
subversive activities of the ACLU 
—a truly patriotic organization, if 
there ever was one.” The Washing- 
ton, D. C., Star, one of the most 
conservative newspapers in Amer- 
ica, stated editorially, “The mark 
of the smear . The American 
Legion has resorted to the ancient 
art of inuendo in its attack on the 
ACLU .. . whose record is one of 
steadfast devotion in defense of 
civil liberties that are guaranteed to 
all of us by the Bill of Rights.” The 
N. Y. Times called the Legion at- 
tack “as unwarranted a slur on a 
useful and thoroughly patriotic or- 
ganization as could be devised. To 
equate patriotism with conformity, 
orthodoxy and name-calling is dan- 
gerous nonsense.” 

Is it the 1952 program of the 
American Legion to strengthen the 
defense of America or destroy the 
American Constitution? , 





Crime, Gambling, Liquor 

We have often reported on the 
relationship of business interests 
and corporations to the gambling 
rackets over the country, a phase of 
the gambling problem that seldom 
comes to public view. In the trial 
of gambling boss, Harry Gross, in 
New York, it was recently brought 
out that a former New York Tele- 
phone Company executive had ar- 
ranged for “hundreds” of phones to 
be installed for bookmakers and 
other gambling centers during the 
years when telephones were high 
priority. The Telephone Company 
stated that the offending executive 
was later dismissed. But, as we 
have frequently reported, court 


hearings repeatedly reveal the place 
that telegraph, telephone and bank- 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





Crime, Gambling, Liquor 


(continued) 


ing institutions had in the coopera- 
tion with the gambling racket. For 
details, see BTL, Jan. 8, ’51 and 
Aug. 1, °52; also see the N. Y. 
Times, Aug. 31, °52). 

Also, little has been said of the 
larger liquor interests’ connection 
with corruption in Washington. Pol- 
iticians make loud noises about cor- 
ruption in Washington, but whisper 
softly about the liquor corporations’ 
connection with it. The Washing- 
ton Post recently reported that the 
Congressional Judiciary Commit- 
tee, to which was assigned the task 
of probing the Justice Department 
for corruption, has never made any 
effort to follow through on further 
investigation of the relationship of 
the liquor corporations to the tax 
gatherers, since Seagrams whiskey 
manufacturers admitted paying 
$30,000 in cash to former Attorney 
General Howard McGrath for the 
Democrats and $20,000 to Harold 
Talbot for the Republicans. It is 
claimed by some authorities in 
Washington that, after these pay- 
ments were made to the party treas- 
uries, the anti-trust suit against the 
liquor interests was dropped by the 
Justice Department. It is known, of 
course, that the distillers have re- 
ceived many tax favors, but the 
power of the liquor trust is such 
that the politicians and congress- 
men who make so much of ferret- 
ing out the corruption in Washing- 
ton have shied carefully away when 
they catch the smell of liquor. 





United Nations Hope 

Many large corporations are an- 
tagonistic toward the UN because of 
the UN’s effort to control and regu- 
late the monopolistic exploitation of 
the world’s resources which now 
reside in the hands of a few western 
capitalists. Yet one big business- 
man, Louis Ware, president of In- 
ternational Minerals and Chemical 
Corp., after a recent trip around 
the world, expresses his belief that 
the UN is the hope of mankind, 
and states that people everywhere 
are looking to the UN to lead them 
from the futility and disaster of 
war toward lasting peace. The little 
countries in particular see their 
only hope for survival in such a 
system as the UN, for otherwise 
they are helplessly caught between 
the grinding millstones of giant 
powers. When the little nations 
speak of the UN, they are usually 
thrust aside by the representatives 
of the big nations, and only as the 
UN provides the means whereby 
the little nations can unite in suffi- 
cient force to compel big powers to 
yield to their influence can there 
be hope for peace in the world. So 
believe the little people of the earth 
and their leaders, according to in- 
dustrialist Louis Ware. 


THANKSGIVING THOUGHTS 




















Man’s perverseness and destructive evil have not altered the laws 
by which God governs the universe. The sun still shines with life-giv- 
ing warmth; the cleansing rains still fall to freshen and restore the 
vigor of the earth; the earth itself still bursts with goodness for man’s 
benefit and blessing. Man has failed terribly to master his world of 
human relationships, but God has remained faithful to all who will 
work with Him. The consecration we will want to make as we give 
thanks at this season might well be “Draw us away from our preju- 
dices, our hatreds and our fears that we may share in the strength, 
the resourcefulness, the faith and the fruitfulness of God.” 





X-Ray and Forecast 


bases in Mexico, Cuba or Nova Scotia? 

Some of our “patriotic” organizations have sought to contaminate 
such words as “peace” or “peace programs.” All suggestion of negotia- 
tion or compromise with Russia is called “appeasement,” although for a 
thousand years students of international law have considered diplomacy 
as being the art of negotiation and compromise to build peace and avoid 
war. 


(continued) 


Because of these trends, much depends upon what we can do in our 
individual communities to combat such insidious influences that would 
destroy the hope and work of peace before a war even appears on the 
horizon. 

ELIGIOUS TENSIONS in America: Between The Lines never 

speaks in a derogatory manner of any man’s faith. But in the strug- 
gle between old-world Roman Catholic policies and American Protestant 
traditions, we endeavor to keep our readers informed of developments 
because of the significance of this conflict and also because such reports 
are generally suppressed in the usual news channels. 

THE NEXT STEP? A prominent Catholic priest, the pastor of 
a parochial high school in the community of Batavia, N. Y., recently 
petitioned the public school board for permission for the parochial stu- 
dents to use a nearby public high school playing field. When the school 
board announced that existing state laws prohibited the use of public 
schools property by religious groups, the Catholic priest made scathing 
attacks upon the school board and publicly stated that he would see to 
it that none of them were re-elected and that he would use his influence 
and the authority of the church to block the raising of funds to build any 
additional public school buildings in that area where, as in most American 
communities, new schools are now badly needed. The priest boasted 
that 541% per cent of Batavia’s population was Roman Catholic and that 
he would seek “higher authority” to enforce his request that the public 
schools playground be made available for parochial school children. This 
means that the bishops and archbishops will soon bring pressure upon 
state commissions to change the law. This same pattern of action has 
recently occurred in other states. 


Thus opens a new chapter in the conflict between state and church 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Church and State 


MEXICO: Because of the pres- 
sure of religious forces here. litile i: 
reported in the daily press concern- 
ing the struggles between church 
and state in Mexico. For nearly 300 
years the Roman Catholic Church 
maintained absolute domination 
over all phases of Mexican life. 
But in 1857 the first great rebellion 
against clerical domination broke 
the control of the Roman clergy 
over the state affairs of Mexico. 
But because of widespread illiter- 
acy, this rebellion did not extend 
much beyond official circles in 
Mexico City. Throughout the 
country, priests still continued their 
absolute domination over all phases 
of the lives of illiterate peoples. 
But gradually education and en- 
lightenment trickled into the coun- 
trysides and by 1917 and through 
the early Twenties, the second great 
wave of rebellion against clerical 
domination spread over Mexico 
and this time it reached every cor- 
ner of the most remote provinces. 
All church lands were seized and 
convents and monasteries forceably 
disbanded. Civil marriages were in- 
Stituted. and marriages conducted 
by the church were not recognized 
by the civil laws, thus completely 
reversing the old church law which 
is still in force in most of the 
Catholic world. 

The bitterness and violence of 
the revolutions of the Twenties Jin- 
gered through the next decade and 
only recently have there been indi- 
cations of the reapproachment to 
the church by Mexican political of- 
ficials. The clearest indication of 
this was seen in the recent legaliza- 
tion of church marriages, the result 
of a decision handed down by the 
Supreme Court of Mexico. This 
change was also recognized when 
President Aleman’s daughter re- 
cenily followed her civil marriage 
with a religious ceremony, although 
her civil marriage was. given the 
most glittering social emphasis. 

Despite the inclination of Roman 
Catholic voices to hail these trends 
as the beginning of a new day in 
church-state relationships in Mex- 
ico, students of Mexican life report 
the persistence of the old bitter- 
nesses and antagonisms against the 
Catholic aristocracy and church. 
These so long dominated all of 
Mexico’s economic, cultural and re- 
ligious life to such an extent that 
no genuine reapproachment is con- 
sidered possible for many genera- 
tions to come and then only as the 
church itself becomes imbued wiih 
some of the democratic changes 
stirring the new life of Mexico. 

CHINA: Reliable reports in- 
dicate that the consolidation of 
Communist controls over China, 
especially those affecting the inter- 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 





Church and State 
(continued) 

ests of religious, educational and 
cultural groups, has now about 
completed the circle. Churches, 
schools, colleges and universities 
have come under state control. all 
foreign elements have been eradi- 
cated, and those Chinese Christian 
leaders whose activities have 
with foreigners 
have either been purged or “rein- 
doctrinated.” In order to continue 
in their posts, teachers, clergymen, 
etc., have also been forced to de- 
nounce all past associations with 
missionaries and others of the West 
as “foul entanglements with for- 
eign imperialists.” These “confes- 
sions” of Chinese Christian leaders 
which have reached this country 
can be taken to indicate crushed 
and broken Christian leadership, 
or else a practical effort to conform 
to the demands of tyranny while in- 
wardly retaining the hope of ren- 
dering further service to the cause 
of Christian truth in China. 


past 


associated them 


Experts on China now believe 
that there will be a period when, 
to all outward appearances, the 
Communist control will remain 
firm and relentless, but almost with- 
out exception those who know 
China best also believe that the re- 
sistance and resentment against the 
Communist tyranny wil! slowly 
deepen throughout the entire Asian 
continent until by or before the end 
of this decade the Communists will 
begin to relax their controls or face 
the growing threat of violent coun- 
ter revolutionary actien. Don’t for- 
get that communism, out of its brief 
and disordered history, is trying to 
impose itself on over 4,000 years 
of Chinese culture and tradition. 

Fortunately for the future, the 
Communist leadership of China is 
no longer young, and within ten 
vears most of those who now dom- 
inate the Peking Government will 
be gone. History clearly points to 
the inevitable transitions that come 
with the changing generations of 
revolutionary leadership. One ex- 
pert on China has put it, “In the 
1950’s, the Communists took over 
China; in the 1960’s China will 
take over communism.” 





Brotherly Approach 


In many areas where spiritual 


and 


badly 


social transformations are 
needed, well-meaning peo- 
ple often retard progress by us- 
ing the wrong tactics, methods 
that inflame old hatreds afresh and 
provoke violence. For no genuine 
advance in human relations can 
come except through deepening un- 
derstanding and extension of the 
perimeters of good will and Chris- 
tian love. 

The right method in a very dan- 
gerous and delicate situation was 

(continued third col., THIS page) 


X-Ray and Foreeast —_ (continued) 

in this country. For some years the struggle centered upon the school 
bus issue, and it now moves on to a new and obviously progressive phase. 
for, as in the bus issue, a carefully planned precedure by the hierarchy 
is visable. If the situation is to be judged by Catholic practices in other 
first it was the buses, now the schco! grounds —then it will 
be the buildings; thus step by step the hierarchy will unite church and 
state in educational functions just as such activities are united and con- 
trolled by the church in all countries traditionally Roman Catholic. 

ELIGIOUS TENSIONS ABROAD: A significant development is 

emerging out of the widespread persecution of Protestants in many 
Catholic-dominated areas. As we have frequently reported. in the Jast 
12 months severe persecutions have fallen upon Protestants in several 
countries of Latin America, in Spain and even in Italy. In Rome, under 
the eaves of the Vatican, Protestants have been forbidden the right of 
worship, a privilege that was restored only after intervention by the 
American Government. 

The new development stems out of the justification offered by the 
Catholic heirarchy for these admitted persecutions. The charge is that 
Protestants are guilty of proselyting and thus “undermining the peace 
and equanimity of traditionally Catholic areas.” In plain words, the charge 
is, as quoted from Roman Catholic sources, that Protestants are being 
persecuted because they are winning converts! Protestants may quietly 
slip into their chapels as long as there is no cross on the roof or stained 
glass windows or any other outward sign that their chapel gxists as a place 
of worship, according to regulations in Spain and in some places in Italy. 
Protestants may continue to worship as long as they do not attract any 
of the millions of impoverished, oppressed and often illiterate people who 
characterize so many areas under Catholic rule. But if Protestants bear 
witness to their faith with sufficient effectiveness to attract others — they 
are criminals! 

None can deny that illiteracy, poverty and oppression have bee 
the way of life for centuries in most Roman Catholic countries. This 
fact alone explains why no Protestant country in Europe has gone 
Communist; why every country in Europe that has been drawn behind the 
iron curtain has been traditionally a Catholic country; why the largest 
Communist party outside the iron curtain is in Italy itself, the home of 
the Vatican. Protestants in such areas cannot witness to their faith with- 
out attracting many of these depressed and discouraged people who have 
struggled with poverty and hopelessness under Catholic domination. Be- 
cause the Protestant witness does stir these depressed peoples, the world- 
wide practice of the hierarchy now is to label Protestants as communistic, 
as any Protestant foreign mission board will testify. 

To demand that the Protestants desist from “proselyting” is to de- 
mand that they do not bear witness to their faith. Yet the very character 
of the Protestant faith is to bear witness to what God has done, rather 
than to bear gifts to the golden altar of a cathedral. 

FOR THESE REASONS, it is very likely that religious tensions 
are going to increase, for in almost all areas the Catholic Church is al- 
ready struggling to hold its power, while Catholic Churches remain half 
empty of worshippers, and the multitudes born into Catholicism increas- 
ingly ignore the church as an authority. Anyone who has visited Italy 
or France in recent years has seen the almost complete absence of men or 
voung people in the churches. Struggling to hold its own under such cir- 
cumstances, the Catholic hierarchy will be increasingly sensitive to Prot- 
estant witness bearing, thus increased resistance and reprisals from the 
Catholic heirarchy can be expected. 

Many American Catholics are also very troubled over the situa- 
tion and believe that within the framework of American democratic tradi- 
tions the Catholic Church must have a rebirth of its doctrine and philoso- 
phy, a rebirth that brings it in line with the modern concepts of individual 
freedom. Many eminent Catholic voices in America have spoken out 
in such terms, including Emmet Hughes “Report From Spain” (Holt), 
Thomas Sugrue “A Catholic Speaks His Mind” (Harpers). 


Cres TMAS GIFTS will be on your mind during the coming weeks. 
Why not make this Christmas easier for yourself while bringing 
greater understanding and deeper insight to thoughtful friends and rel- 
atives by giving them gift subscriptions to Between The Lines. This is 
one of the most meaningful, convenient and economical gifts you can 
select for the truth-seekers, the peace-minded. Make out your list of 
gift subscriptions early and send us $1.50 for each — we will mail an 
attractive Christmas card in your name to each recipient during the 
Christmas season. 

AND A GIFT FOR YOU! If you send 12 gift subscriptions to 
Between The Lines, we will send you a copy of Charles A. Wells’ recent 
book, The Great Alternative, as a gift from us. Write today to Between 
The Lines, Box 269, Demarest, N. J. 
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Brotherly Approach 
(continued) 

used last summer by the interracial 
workshop groups in Washington, 
D. C.. who undertook to end segre- 
gation in the playgrounds in the 
Washington area. In one particular 
playground they picketed for the 
right for colored children to play 
and swim in the same recreational 
park that was open to the white 
children in a neighborhood where 
Negro and white families lived in 
adjacent areas. Many colored chil- 
dren and their parents gathered 
around the gates of the playground 
to watch the pickets and read the 
signs that plead for their right to 
play too. White children and white 
adults pushed their way through 
the waiting groups, went in, play- 
ed, enjoyed the cool pool, then 
came back and pushed their way 
out again and went home. 


Then, reports the _ interracial 
workshop, “Big husky brown men 
came and said to the colored chil- 
dren, ‘Do you want in through 
those gates? We'll open them for 
you,’” and they moved toward the 
gate, where white men were on 
guard, with policemen nearby. But 
a colored man, one of the interra- 
cial workshop workers who also 
stood by the gate, hoping to pre- 
vent their crusade from leading to 
more ill will or violence, stepped 
over to the husky brown men and 
said, “Yes, we want through the 
gate, but we want to be able to go 
through like anyone else. We don’t 
want to have to push through or 
sneak through or fight our way 
through. We want to be able to 
walk through freely like American 
citizens. We have a way figured out 
for getting the policy changed, so 
that even the smallest child can 
walk through that gate whenever he 
wants to. But our plan will only 
work if we are nonviolent and 
friendly. If you force your way 
through the gates, you will set us 
back. You'll be hurting the thing 
you are trying to help.” 

A motto should be written over 
the desk of many of those who 
seek to change the world — “Do 
not hurt the thing you are trying to 
help.” Bit by bit segregation gives 
way to Christian brotherhood. 
Many test cases are expected this 
winter in which recognized Negro 
groups will seek to break down seg- 
regation laws and customs in pub- 
lic schools and other public facili- 
ties. A victory for the non-segrega- 
tion program was achieved in Bal- 
timore, which had been traditional- 
ly a strict segregation center, when 
the School Commissioners recently 
voted to permit Negroes to enter 
the famed Polytechnic Institute of 
Baltimore, which offers engineering 
training for students of high school 
age. 





